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^S6T^viAm^taj=w^tten. by :the s ±prmer.< 

■%o^S^tri93i» J>y The New -York Times' 

v. 'J*^' |, (AH Bights Reserved.) - -» ■ V-= 

i-r^JBy Georges Clemenceau 

T^H^VB already jotted dbwn a few^cfiaiv 
, I §f;acteristlcs thalf struck ^ne lELjtfie. p^- 

•*"- JL 5*® of "!Bra^il, and these' w^ll* form- a 
1 > "sort of "prelude fa what 3? am .now- 

* about to say on the subject. ' For a/trav- 
eler who claims to convey only Infbrma- 

* Hon 1 that he Obtained at . first-hand the 

difficulty ot course is*to 'make ahyrdefi- 

^nitfe statements when- handicapped Joy the 

consciousness that his observations; were 

- aff- too -hasty and : brief- to warrant -his 
•falling into the common tendency to gen- 

': erailze. * 5 

• •Brazilian society is very different from 
that of -the Argentine, its elements being 
more distinct rand more complex,' while 
equally European in trend, and with - the 

*- same -immutably American base; * the 
strain of 2£rencfa culture is more 'attenu- 
ated, the impulsive temperament*. more 
apparent* butfor steady perseverance audi 
capacity for hard * work the Brazilians 
cannot; be surpassed, 

-In i criticising- the social conditions in 
Brazil Jt must be borne in mind- that the, 
abolition of- slavery dates, only to twenty 
years back. ,*I do, not think the slave- 
owner- was systematically cruel, but slav- 
ery does not precisely rest on any induce- 
ment ito.ldndlihess. Certain buildings that 
tcajne across and the explanation of their 
use that ^was^ given to me showed plainly, 
enough what we already knew — that the 
blacks were treated like cattle* with Just : 
■- so much consideration as was dictated by 
self -interest. 

"Slnceman is almost as humane as he 
is cruel; no doubt the masters- had their I 
benevolent --moments, but the institution.! 
was. nevertheless fully as. demoralizing 
for owners as^owned. The blacks multi- 
.pjfiea, _hqw;everv .and,^ the abolition, of 
slavery .was not accompanied here, as in 
the -United ^States, by acts; ot- violence, -the 
reason ds^that, to the -everlasting honor of 
the white man, -the institution had been 

„ universally s condemned before emancipa- 
tion was proclaimed. 

It has-been said that, in Brazil v slavery 
was buried beneath flowers.- , The-fact is 
jt. had become. practically impossible when 
3JS disappearance^, was publicly and pt£t T 
daily* aclqiowredsed. And as^ .happily, 
there was. „hexe no .race hatred between 
whites -and^blacks these two elements pf 
the population^ wero able to, continue to 
y^e peaceably side by side in a necessary 
collaboration,,., ;. ; .v, . ^ k »■_•... 

They went further than ^his, as a mat- 
ter of fact,, and the races mixed with a 
freedom that I noticed everywhere.. From 
the point of. vjew of social concord this is 
cause for rejoicing, while it must bo left 
to^tlme to correct any lowering of the in- 
tellectual standard. Every one knows that 

- the principal , feature of a ; slave-owning 
community is. the . absence of a. ..middle 
class whose mission It must., .be to hold 

" the balance in , an oligarchy and prepare 

^therway Sot the emancipation of -the.-op- 

pressedi ; . - N 

vWhen the principle of democracy was 

proclaimed by the rt big whites " of Bra- 

k zH, they could rely, for support only on 

the leading intellectuals of sound general 

education, -and on the inorganic masses 

of, the population, formed or deformed 

morally *by slavery and : Its attendant evils 

* -with au/:incoberent admixture supplied .by \ 
; immigration; £his necessarily was the sit 7 

K nation that had to be faced on the mor-, 
row -of -the decree of emancipation. 
>By degrees this state of affairs has been, | 
arid fe still being, improved. The sub- r 
stratum of the^ community remains/how- 
ever, such -as I have painted it. I am 
aware, >:of course, that in this immense 
territory there are vast districts of dif-^ 
cferent soil and climate where^ Indians and 
''■ ^blacks * are - very ' unequally i divided. For 
tha^urpose of- this brief summary, ^ am. 
naturally only taking Into* account rep^e- 
> sentative** centres of- population* In some 
'.parts -the negroes have deserted the 
/^plantations for the towns, to which they 
'were attracted by the multiplicity of 
ininor occupations, and their place has 
beeaetaken by Italian colonists who have 
t established "themselves as small farmers. 
^Msewhere r the ex-slayes remained in their 
Seablns- and continued thelr^ accustomed 
•Flasks With more" or less zeal, content if 
thiisl enabled to live as they Uked. They 
^appear to" work and live in perfect ! har- 
vmony "with their former owners. 
P :: Jks regards the social " 6Ute," it is less 
I- easy- to pick out its general features here 
Ithan it -is hr" the Argentine, where on 

* eve^r'hand there are visible points of 
Comparison "With" Europe.^ 'We r are con- 
fcstantiy obliged f W revert'to^our' starting 
;-5po)hfr which l is a feudal oligarchy, the 
^centre H Of ^culture and refinement, which- 
M\yy- "a^voluxitar^iact: - is in process of-, dls- 
iSbluUpn^intb a .single- heterogeneous mass> 
l|?Uhmitmiy jarring ^ot the relations be-, 
■Sw^n^diffeTent^races; - r.f -v -.-«.« r.--a 
^p^or^Jbng^time^the empire -preserved a j 
|nucleus^4o£ raarlsitfci&c^if, which; aoilly^a* 
S^est^lremainBctp^day^^The' danger? now | 
I5night^vi?ie1jtbe submersion beneath' an in- 
ii^bx-m^ll^tual^ 111 ^ 1 * whi ch laclcs-the-i 
^^&;hias Steward -higher,,, education j 
? £peculls&^ to^thei.^Etrazilian^ mind- kXX * is 
^iecessaxily this element which: wilt prove j 
|ti^^i\Sfc^>^fi^e^ountry.;- ■-- %- ./. \\ 
SSit^is^on^hls^lahtation (razieriaav>-iin ; 

^jti'S-.-ia * ! Jf5 t i' .'»"**.. «■»'■" ■' >*** **■ ■'"_. .<*- ^ .. ■' f ' JL • ! 




^5y^elfiSSd ■feudalism/ Of^prisciplei deeply j 
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denees.of his search-for Jthe beautiful and. 
his thirst for* knowledge. V And* «very- 
wherej without, you will see' the convinc- 
ing proofs of -his endless activity. "In 
Paris one :of these influential men may 
pass unnoticed,- ^so- little- does he resenv* 
ble his'-priato'typerjas^invented^by sajtirists 
with his modesty ! of ^speech and simplicity 
of bearmg;^ He^would; however, repay a 
closer study* -and- when* .the comes among 
us to obtain £resa> force for his strenuous 
task, I should'tlflce to see some of our 
young men : ^eize the opportunity to im- 
prove themselves -while paying him the 
courtesy of a- visitv^ ...--. 

All these - social* forces have a' natural 
tendency to form thentgelv^es into groups. 
But the Brazilian planter • like other feudal 
survivals -in- Europe,- is *exposed>tb the at- 
tack of «yery modern commercial and in- 
dustrial f or cer -that .is tempted v to .wield 
some sort of social -authority? -This is now " 
the base of all "^communities, in Rib, in\ 
St. Paul, or in any other, city of -the 
world. . , ^, - - 

A reception on- extremely Parisian lines 
given by Senator -Azeredo, assisted by 
Mine. Azeredo, proved once -again how 
strong is the likeness between:circles that 
believe themselves to be utterly different." 
A single telegram suffices^ to- give uni- 
formity to the, toilettes of all the women 
in the world, and^if those to be seen in 
Mme. Azeredo's salons wereiess extrava- 
gant than those to Paris are occaslonall.v, 
Rio struck nie J as being quite as eager as 
Paris in its 'pursuit of beauty's adorn- 
ments. ,^ {C , 

Shall I mention that Brazilian women 
have large black eyes, that are furiously 
inquisitive, usually pale complexions, with 
sometimes, 'golden-bronze reflectionSi,tlui.t 
they are , vivacious in speech and take a 
delight in conversational tourneys? 

Senhores Pinhero Machada and* Guana- 
bara were klnjd enough to give me an in- 
vitation that' enabled >me to see a little 
more of some of their politicians, Senor 
Pinhero Machada has. a house ihat is 
built amon^ the palm trees on a height 
that commands the whole of fhejoay. I 
confess that jpT this i\¥nchanthig place 1 
was 'more tempted to open my "eyes than 
my ears'? still,' in* spite o^ the counter-at- 
tractions of the lovely; landscape, I man- 
aged to study theiriysteries of Biazilian 
politics a little more closely, , and, as X 
had begun to do at Sehhor Guanabara's, to 
realize that reasons for union' are and^will 
reinain predominant, providing that the 
question of personalities^ ban be put 
where it belongs. ■ "• m . ' . ' . ' 4 _ 

How shall I omit to' speak of the ball 
given in cominemoration^of tlie^independ- 
enceyof Chile, where I had the pleasure 
of meeting- the flower of Rio society, to- 
gether with^the representatives*, of all the 
foreign "powers! I should- only give- it a 
passing mention ^were it« not-* that' the 
^President of the republic, who opened the" 
ball in person, had conceived^ the idea of 
Inviting me to form 'one of- tne 1 ; official 
quadrille, ■* with the idea' of £ course at payi : 
ing a compliment to my country. *-f .''' ' 

When the excellent^Prefect ' of Bio 7 an- 
nounced • this -decree -) of public authority/ 
1 believed a ; catastrophe' was imminent^ 
and did -not hesitate -to- impart ?my- fears 
ltd h|s charming wife,: wio- declared^hSi^" 
!self^ ready ;to ^o unfer^flrer by^ my side. 
iThe worstjof > lt : was that ^ $ia^l?e&^;me 
jthe mocB^ng e^ jps ; of - tne^ P^palVNtincio^ 
witti#hom^IsiiadLjust^sha& 
% could see ;that?he,wasKfar from ; wishing^ 
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^oe^o3Sa^t^^©a|fla^olc|ten 
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I took up"' our positions and arranged to 
imitate £o the best of our ability the 
.movements that might, be suggested by 
the music of , the youthful couple that 
formed our vis-a-vis. Thereupon' the mu- 
| sic, a piano and some other instrument, 
| was let loose, and we saw that the charm- 
ling young couple* on whom we relied was\ 
obviously waiting for us to set the exam- 
ple. , ! 

What was to be done? I looked at my j 
neighbors. They could not agree. One 
advanced, the other retired. The President 
of the republic tried to encourage the rest 
of us by get€ing himself Into hopeless 
muddles- I soon saw that all we needed 
to do was to tread on the toes of our 
neighbors and then bow our apologies, to 
belgn 'again immediately the samo man- 
oeuvre. This I accomplished, to the 
great disappointment of the scarlet man, 
who was obliged to give a wry smile at 
the spectacle of the grace I managed to 
display. In the service of my country. 
1 I should have liked to see the theatres. 
Time was lacking. I saw only a perform- 
ance of "La Fille du Regiment " given in 
Italian at the *Lyric Theatre, formerly the 
principal playhouse' of Rio under the Em- 
pire. The Imperial box was placed at my 
disposal and proved to be a .veritable 
apartment furnished in ( the style of Louis 
Philippe. I was told It had been kept un- 
changed. 

The Municipal Theatre, practically a 
copy of our own Opera House, is one of 
the finest buildings in the Brazilian cap- 
ital, its only fault being .that it swal- 
lowed up too many of the public millions. 
On the ground floor there is a, very, lux^' 
urious restaurant containing a- faithful 
copy In .glazed bricks of the frieze "The* 
Immortals," brought by -M./ and Mme. 
DIeulafoy. from Suze ; and. now in the 
Louvre. t " ;• t :\~ 

Here' the'Frenchv colony gave. ..a. dinner 
in my honor, * A certaiu number of states^; 
men accepted the invitation of my corns 
i patriots, ana thus I -had' the great pleas-' 
lure of assuring myself by my- own -ears 
Lof the friendly ^relations tiiat exist be- 
tween French and Brazilians. 

At one time we had- a very important 
colony in'iifo; For "reasons >that are itpt 
too clear to me it has ■ dwindled ' away_ 
of late, r found, however^ at" the recep^ 
tion held x by the French Chamber of 
Commerce "that if ladking in quantity 
the quality of these* French* representa- 
tives left 'nothing to-be desired. The nat- 
ural affinity, between the two peoples, Is 
so obvious that the multiple attractions 
of this great and beautiful country T are 
for French people enhanced by the joy 
of a genuine 1 communion of thought and 
feeling which links their^hqpes and^ainis. 

To my intense^satisfaction, I had a 'proof 
of this at my first contact with the pubA 
Jic of Rio, aiid 'the same experience was 
pleasantly renewed' later at Str .Paul.^ ' I 
found that I could speak with* tlTe utmost 
freedom as., a Frenchman;, :fo r t . ^renchmfen, 
forthere^was.hot.the smallest suggestion" 
;bf ; a foreign, element in the mind ofvmy}' 
laudlenceTito iemfn'd'itne to adaptv^myself 
'to .new 'susceptibilities. " *I "know not "hp^ 
^equatelyfto^ thank :my kudierices^fpE 
What ^in^ French eyes'- appeared^ the£su£ 

.preme;v^fj65ffift*;^P?* f S. spon^aneoTa^'roanl-j 

f estatibn^bf \ vjaT 1 ': Fifencih meritalltyC ,': X 1 The 



will^f reely'tiOonf ess %.that;jar; /consciousness 




^lreaaylfelt^mi^elf^at?hbme^iri^a;v 

wi^ABnV *%**k*i£&M o S I rial i»Je M anntxr&Mot rie* i^tittK 



tormevwas^some>^eflections^on^tM^gen,^ 

.eralfjjhilosophy^of^seience^asrde^ 

^tanT 



t0 : the activities. 'of civilization by o.iir 
country. Could anything be more encour- 
aging than this disinterested acceptance 
of the testimony of ■ history; - considering 
how many theie be whO j would exalt 
themselves by the animosity they expend 
In belittling France? 

A very oifferent atmosphere assuredly 

awaited me at the Bangu factories, where 

are admirable - spinning and * weaving 

mills; here the raw Brazilian cotton, is 

transformed into those v printed stuffs of 

| vivid colorings in which the working 

classes love 'to 'drape themselves and thus 

supply a feast for our eyes. Here there 

were fewer abstract terms employed to 

, declare the esteem so freely accorded to 

! France. 

"But here, as In other parts of the great 
republic, I found the few<brief words ut- 
tered in private encounters still more con- 
vincing than the noisier ^demonstrations. 
Wherever the work of social evolution is 
being carried dhj wherever there is seen a 
fine promise for the future, there it is a 
joy for the French "to find the -name of 
their country associated with the forward 
movement. *Th6 splendid industrial devel- 
opment of Bangu, -among many other 
similar centres, shows what Is being done 
in Brazil in this direction. ' *< ■■ 

I have seen" nothing more striking in 
Europe^ The Brazilians possess in ..an 
equal -degree with the Argentinos the ca- 
pacity of bringing to the highest possible 
perfection any work to" which they set 
thejr hand. Had I but-disposed <?£ a long-,- 
•er^time, the most sup.erf icjai ; 6t visits .. to- 
any part of the .cbiin£ry t would/ I was 
!!told, naye furnished me abundant proofs 
* of^thls fact. But what J saw in my brief 
s.tay at St. Pauljgave me*all the evide'irce 
I ; could want or'itsjtruth. ' 
! I rhave already said- that, In, Brazil our. 
.laws tor the protection of Industrial, and 
agrlchljtural , laborers , are^ , unknown. Not 
but- what politicians have ? studied .tfiet 
{ matten v J^ut4nvt^ei^^^ 
'ized bfganjization *fe gkjSjii^SQlt loaung^au^ 
tlioritles; iV ^s.di^fcuftSto see^how such; 
lkws^'if:^ voted, ^cbul^ ; b!e/effectuany ap- : 

plied.- ^iHftornMJ^^tot -te: therefore* 
due -to the ^large^eiiplbyers .ofe Brazilian 
laborJwhb have ^done'their^bestto Imprpve. 
the ^material ^cohattibn* 6f their, hands 
without waitihg^tb be compelJedyto ! ; 1 db..sp^ 
, v The ' ^orking^^populatlon Vf jBangu> js 
"scattered "about Ithe^'cbffiiry m^^Silcts 
tlfat &pi»ear*t'6" bjB ^admirably sa^itar^and 
all w&^t-neTaspacli^4uie finest of ^phy- 
sical and; moral weilbeihg. -A • la^rge buii<i- r 
.ihg has\ fieen. pro yidejd :f or meeilng^Vof (sill 
hinds and- a theatre |"-m ^ which thaltiands 
;m;ay, Jamuse themselves' with, theatricals 
"andvcpHcertSr XJnntfce'ssary ttojstato}?that, 
Iwe/wef e . received to^ the-^straihs -.yo.JE '^tlie 
'* Marseillaise;'^ and ,;thai the^ Ftenoh . Re-5 
;P^Dllc^vsras vigor bu$j>^ cheered. ?:;? ^ ) 

vrereTrio^'dark sides^^ 

the picturieV' ^h^e>hot;bo^ealejd the f abt, 

that, emigrants compjahx loudly, of the 

want of : sup^tvision\^ 

fered<inisymel:r^egipn3. ' It seems f f air Cto 

^^S^r6ra*^h&f'Ji&i already been raccom«r 

Jpflsljed" that, more Js,fefng ;att^ri^tedi '. x It 

£s;Matur^ly^ 

jwhp^riecelv.es ;th^ 

he" ^v^alde^S^^d-lalh^ost 1 ^inexhajtistiblqi* 

yourcWib^the^Natlbnal wealth^' 4 v .- ^ /':» \*h*. 

^tiwould^appear,vthatithere :are noilimits- 

rtoi theSproductiyeness^ot,rthis^soil; v.whose « 
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Ing and jpiUng the norlzon with smoke. 
Xljtis represents what^the' Brazilians call 
," clearing 1 * ' the land. But the Brazilian 
forests ^deserve/ a volume, not a -para- 
graph or chapter, and its writer should 
.be 'both learned and a poet. 

I did not visit the fairylike regions- of 
the Amazon, but however amazing they 
may be, I think the^ could scjircely sur^ 
pass the powerful impression made on 
me. by. the forests of St. Paul, There is 
a limit to our nervous receptivity, beyond 
which no i^ensations from outside can go. 
Wejr in Europe have & welt .amid- a. beaur 
■tiful harmony of the forces' of naturfe 
whf<;h has molded all our impressions hi 
certain forms of beauty, arid to find fault 
with them would be sacrilege, since the 
highest inspirations of art have f been 
f drawn from this source. Thus, con- 
[ ly or not, we have lived in an equilib- 
rium of pleasing emotions that Imposes 
oh us s certain limitations of sensation to 
be derived from the spectacle that naty 
ure provides. 

'* Therefore, when we are suddenly con- 
fronted with an unknown nature -whose 
power and vigor shatter all our ( preconr 
ceived notions and alter the whole focus 
of our organs, the only possible effect at , 
first Is one of complete bewilderment. We 
must take tima to get used to this hew 
order of sensations before we .expose our- 
selves to another, anoV get- back again to 
the standpoint of a corresponding sense 
Of -aesthetics. \ j 

I -had to endure several headaches be- \ 
fore I could rise to the level of the genius i 
of Berlioz or Wagner. What if we com- ' 
pared our own landscape with the music 
of Gluek or Mozart? Then you may 
grasp the Wagnerian fury of the virgin 
forests which produce a stupefaction that 
leaves you incapable of analysis" and a 
prey to a:tumult of superlatives. And all 
this happens simply because we have been 
exposed to the shock of a higher mani-: 
festatibn of the terrestrial forces of the 
world. 

The Botanical Gardens of Rio are ^far : 
mous the world over.^ The astounding 
r f bring of foliage, the bold growth" of an- 
cient" tree" ^and young shoot; the inimit- 
ably dense profusion of every fornT'of 
vegetable^ life recalling what must; have 
been the^arli'est'sta^e of the life of our 
p.ianeti; reduced me to a state of speech- 
less surprise. I promised myself a s]ec- 
.bnd visit to its xriarvels, but never accom- 
plished this, f or t .spec,tacles of even greater 
Jmagic: v detained mje^elsewhere;. ; ' ; . 
'" ^-Bdn>;^Vis*'td, 7t^ t Emperor's V country 
ihoixseg lfi;;a subiiffivbf Rib,- is ^surrounded 
^Tby ■ 4k ■ fine, park wnlch is" going , to ; be 
turnect into a pubub'g^ardeh. Ttie" Flumi- 
-nenaes * t : liftake-;--f request -! -pilgrimages 
thither cwith their families tb : spen4 a 
^day inUthe shade ' of its trees during > the 
hot Seasbnr But, tp\ tell- the truth,, while 



Sbpj^^delight^in 'arihl&ig- in tKe Ameri- 
,caiuza;ttph that awaits" ypuln the outposts 
of ?tne %oung >Corcoyadb forest, »' Wnich 

seems to be advancing to the attack of ^ 
U^oaril civilization, and pursues man eVeri 

Iia' the very streets of Rib. 

V This urban forest is one of -the charms 
lof the Brazilian capital. r It clasps thejsity 
in? Its ; powerful embrabe; and seems* deter- 
mined -to drive back the" population into 
■the sea- whence it sprang, creeping iri- 
{siaiously into every ogen^pace. blending 
: wlth 'the avenues, spreading over squares 
and parks, and every wherJCdeclarlng the 
; triumph and victory of the first .force 'of 
nature over the^belated ; but redoubtable 
energy of humanity. ' 'Trees, creepers, 
f ferns f "shrubs-falT these forms seem to' be 
Counting 1 ' to ihe ' height's Vthat crown, the 7 
ibay In order to araw^frbmy'the sunshine' 
ayrenewal of : their r vikbr; - ' " V 

\ Thb hi^h vpeafcof vthe w Gbrcpyado '(oyer i 
2,000 feet) that brobplsjbver • the, city, looms j 
3argp "inthe^hbrizbn, -/ ahd|bhe caii : yeadlly 
l^beiieve^that th^firs^thought of ^the;ir»> f 
i kader n/asi-.tp* ciimb f that " heHght^and^ •* ekvY j 
^4y ^hp hiarvelpusyt^lea^ 
'^fbre'huu, TJnhH^th^^lilean 




bay, her Islets, and, a mass of mountains 
heS*ped one upon the other until they are i 
finally swallowe'd up in the sea. .. ! 

A new world is here revealed to your j 
gaze, a world in which the .whole miracle ; 
of the earth's multiple aspects is epito- 
mized, where the eternal play of light and i 
shade constitutes an ever changing pict- \ 
•are that, creates a world drama iri inanjp- j 
mate' nature. ' i, . 

Are you surprised to meet some Pari- 
sians up here?.-JSTo r Jiot much. The first 
result of our Industrial equipment is to 
diminish, the proportions of jthe globe. It , 
is easier 1 to-day tOigo from one continent; 
to. another. than it used to be to .go from 
one village to the next. I am personally 
glad of this, for nothing could be better 
for. us . French people than to travel In 
foreign countries since in this way we 
get a standard of comparison that we 
badly need. V- 

Coming down 'from the Corcovado stop 
at " Silvestre," where a shady path cut. 
in the mountainside will bring you back 
to the city through a wilderness of wood, 
where a profusion of parasitic growth cov- 
ers the boughs, tying them up In a mad 
confusion of tendrils. 

Next after t£e Corcovado the " TijucaN" 
will attract you, ' and, like the former, 
ends In wondrous /points of view. In this; 
case the pleasure is In the getting there. 
Passing now through lines of tall -bam- 
boos whose light foliage .meets overhead, 
now.followlngthe course of a noisy water- 
fall that seethes amid the verdure of the 
forest,, anon descending into a valley that 
is shaded by the fresh and delicate foliage 
of banana trees, rising now to the top of 
a hill from which all the indentations of 
the great: bay ate plainly visible, \and a 
small gulf; hidden in an avalanche. . of 
rocks and boulders lies revealed, where 
the mysterious waters sob and ya,nish on 
a. bed of flowers; ever onward the motor 
car pursues its headlong way at a speed 
one longs Jto check! Often we stop to 
prolong the pleasure of a moment, ,but 
if one did not .take care one might stop 
forever. 

The pen Is -, powerless to convey what ! 
i perhaps the brush might reveal— the ioy ' 
| of life that swells to bursting the sap of 
every twig and leaf, every flower and 
|; fruit, from the humblest blade of: grass 
j to the loftiest extremity of the tallest 
[ trees, and renders so impressively active 
[every organ^ of the vegetable world". 
i I remember pausing * before a simple 
I creeper which had produced some billions 
of blossoms, arid had imprisoned a whole i 
tree In a kind of tent of blue flames. 
This example alone will serve to give the 
measure of the tropical fecundity. \ J .. 

The object -of -our drive was -the ^Em- 
peror's Table " , and "China Street. After 
the view from- the Corcovado .this seemed 
less grandiose, but In any other" country, ; 
of the world it -would, arouse a rapture of 
admiration. We returned to the city by j 
another route, r "traversing a part, of 'the, 
mountain where rows. of villas embowered* 
in flowers seemed hung up halfway be- 
tween sky and sea. Tbu are bacic'in feo 
before you- realize* that you* have left^ the 
forest. : * v T. 

It is imppssibleAto speak of Rip without 
mentioning Petropolis, which owes its suc- 
cess to the yeliow- fever mosquito. The 
" Fluminenses *'. formed the habit qf.mi- 
; grating ' to this mountain station'in order 
to escape from the attacks^bf the plague- 
, carrying mosquito which is, so active: after 
i sunset. ,:,.-- 

\, A well-founded fear of the scourge drove 
| : all those whb" could afford it out of r Rio$ 
| arid at their head: were the Emperor— 
ilater, the. President of the Republic^-the 
I Ministers and diplomatists, * with ^their 
families. Thujg^Petrbpplls, an hour's jour- 
ney from Bio,,/ became in some v; sort ao 
fashionable ^aterihg-place, where, bharm- 
'lug villas stand in a -forest of tropicaLgarr 
dens. ?it Is a; delightful. spol for* all- who 
pf can turn 1'th'elr^ back on,- the business v of 
fthe outside 1 "wbijldi" which' seemls ^indeed 
remote. ^F\>r this^. reason the . Eur^peari 
i diplomatists spend "long days here, ^filled 
with.Tvlsit^^^ 
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which^/.tb.>^ircumlocutIbTiz^^ 






^trojiblis,ran^yi^^ria;m^^^ 

^ot-dpa^wltniru^ of 

mdne^JB^M^LC&mtn is"sioriersJ jib'e ware. . - 
- Thexezopo? 1 ^'^ 3 ^ a hOtoer.^^'untahi sta^ 
itionj. thfee-iiburslf ronx!^HiDsxSQn -the oppb-i* 
psite - shpr^r of .the bay.ia . raUway^clihibs^pr 
"winds around the lower slopes/ cutting^ts!* 




diate a .numbet^of paths that invite you tb 
wandei^amoh^the surprises ^of • this fierce-;; 
lyajSuffdant vegetation. A " circus " v : of 
_bare rooks_ Jt^risties wi'tu pointed, peaks^t 
one ,of which, bearing some resemblance^ 
to the forer finger of a -humaiPhand, is 
known as "the dinger of Goa^" ' 

Whichever way you - J bend your steps* 
this formidable and imperious . finger liHsj^ 
J^self against Ahe horizon* as^ if trac&^ 
the path of the planets through the liea^ 
ens. The ' beauty, of 'Therezopolis lies"^^ 
Its madly bounding tprreiits,. which leap 
the giant boulders heaged up in its course,' « 
ruthlessly destroying' the" green growth's* 
that make a' daily struggle; for life: ^% 

And as" for me, this giant strife makes 
an incomparable spectacle. I confess tlia'fc 
the series of forest panoramas that open ' 
out on either side of the 'rail wa^; frohV 
Rib Bay to Therezopolis, made "up ffpr 
the magic charm of the day's excursion^ 
Tall * ferns', raised against the'WyJfthei 
transparent lace work of^a light parasofJl 
monstrous bamboos threw into the mSil0| 
their long shoots shaped like^^eeu^Ja^^ 
lins, shrubs * both slender and stout ^aSjfliS 
of every kind of leafy grbwth^e^crpa^bt- 
upon the heavy branches^, worn but^cwitfe 
the weight of parasites; the .." creepptij 
twined /like boas around their suppoStS^; 
flinging back from the crest ^ot^t^iM^bM 
est trees a wealth of- fine tendTilsiltha©; 
on reaching once "again their 4 native la-r'Sg^ 
will there t take freahr' root ^ndr fjrawft 
renewed force for., the, -future rfight^wlt&s 
fresh , resistances, - a single ,iOne v xOfiSiS^ 




^visible, entirely shrouding- a whole^ilxee:" 
in its frail yet stubborn ietwork, 4 ,tranl- H 
forming St«into a green^arbpr that wp.ulji 
put to shame any to, be .found Sri tone 1 
ancient and classic gardens— all t&ese; 
and many other aspects of the marvel- 
ous forest arouse an. unwearying 7an& 
never-ending (admiration, mingledl,w^th 
wonder at the blows dealt on ' a^batjlek 
.field of opposing forces whereV&e -W^p^ 
ons are none the less deadly for being 
immovable. ' ;* 

There is ( no forest .to be seen on 'the 
road from Rio to St. Paul; HeVe.mah h.aa ; 
passed. On all sides are \isible. the.,signs. J 
of destruction wrought ., by ; systematic 
fires. Thanks to Sehnor Pkul- de Prpntin, 
the' company's manager, and two frienjls. 
of whom I shall have occasion £o sp^aic 
again later, Senhores Teixera Soarfis, ^i*d 
1 Augusto Ramos, remade the journey uh r 
[der the best possible conditions. .'/".■ . * V 
The great point was to see the country as 
we passed. Could any better way be im* 
agined than that of placing the locomq^ 
tlve behind the coach, which .was : %v* 
ranged like a salon, its front wail being 
taken away and replaced by a .slizrpfeJ 
balcony? With rugs to guard against the 
freshness of the breeze, you find yourseli 
comfortably installed' in the very centre 
of., a landscape, whence . you may^ ^see 
mountains, rivers, -valleys fleeing.. before 
you in the course of- a run of 500 kilom- 
eters. 



% 



For the. whole, or the day I was able; to 
drink in the fresh air and strong -lights, 
as I looked out eagerly to discover afresh 
beauties. As a matter of fact, SI, saw: 
nothing but mountains, -and* hillsides that' 
had been wantonly despoiled of thejr na-» 
tlve vegetation. Here^.and there a small, 
banana wood growing In a creviceishowedij 
the proximity of the cabins of negro/ 
colonists - and their offspring, who. dis- 
played ^n the sunlight the unashamed j 
bronze- nakedness, for which /none could, 
blush. They were leading the nonchalant 
life of ^ the farmer, who expects, to^drffcw 
from the earth the maximum of . harvest* 
for the minimum of trouble. 

Whether under . cultivation or« lying 
waste, at this time of the year the. land 
presented the same appearance of "bare 
wildness.,, Sometimes on the top of-:a;hill 
there .would-be seen one of the oldsplanta- 
tions surrounded by walls built to im- 
prison the. slaves, or coffee gardens, 'now 
abandoned because the 1 soil was worn out 
for want of dressing; or long stretches of 
pale green denoting young rtee crops, 
water courses dashing over rocks and 
gliding tlvrough brushwood, the. last: re- 
sort ofr the birds; vestiges of^calcined for- 
ests, "Where the new growth:- of ve'getatioa, 
eager to reach the sun, was ever^cut ba^ck 
and repressed, and everywhere "flashes' of 
red light" that resolve themselves, into 
birds,— shuddering palpitations ■». of ■ ^blue 
flames' that become butterflies, ^or 1 the 
bronzed reflections of phosphorescent light 
that reveal a dancing/ cloud; of humming 
birds.- -=f * ./? 

On the_ horizon spots of black, sriipke, 
betokening forests that-'are blazing Vin all 
parts to make way for' future" '.'harvests. 
A^melahcholy spectacle" of wantbn|gde- 
structibn, of natural beauties that hasjriot 
eveS t&e excuse j>f" "necessity, ^since ; 4t2ie 

splendid forests are.pnl^1£tta^^id> : t^&aye 

the trouble of fertilizing the \land;i^ex- 

hajusted. by ■;, cultivation v ... ; % , w ;:i^, ^^ ^ 

"-. j0 iswas ■ . told, that /at ihe (t irs"C pu^rea&JoiC 

i f ireVthe Vgreat birds ;of ^carrion come;9ip tin, 
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furrowed with a sinister glow, boughs and 
branches lay heaped up on, the ground 
in immense flaming piles through which 
i the charred stumps of boles brought 
low by fire crashed noisily to earth. 
where their corpses lay and slowly smol- 
fdered to ashes on the morrow's coffee 
plantation, in accordance with the law 
of nature which builds 'fresh forms of 
life out cf the decomposed elements of, 
death. 

At nightfall we entered the station of 
St. Faul, where the cheers of the stu- 
dents in loud acclaim of the French Re- 
public made us a joyous welcome. A few 
minutes later we found ourselves at^a 
banquet attended apparently by repre- 
sentatives of every country of the world, 
and Brazilians and Frenchmen here unit- 
ed to express their brotherly aspirations 
in words of lefty idealism. 

The City of St, Paul (350,000 inhabitants) 
is so curiously French In some 'of Its as- 
pects and customs that for a whole week 
I ..had not once the feeling of —.being 
abroad. The feature of St Paul Is that 
French Is the universal language. 

St haul's society Is supposed to be 
more markedly individual than any. other 
community in the republic, and it offers 
this double phenomenon of being strongly 
imbued with the French spirit, and at the 
same time of having developed those per- 
sonal traits that go to make up its de-; 
terminlng characteristics. You may takej 
it for granted that the Paulist Is Paulist 
to the very marrow of his bones, Paulist 
in Brazil as well as In France or any 

other land, and then tell me if; there was 
ever a man, more French In courtesy, 
rnore nimble dn conversation in his aris- 
tocratic guise, or more amiable Inv com- 
mon -intercourse than this Paulist busi- 
ness man at once so prudent and so dar- 
ing, who has given to coffee a new vaia- : 
J ation. ^ ■.,-,..'..". •„ ',, r - 

! : ; Talk%^ittte; while with Sefior, Antonio 

I Prado, Prefect of St .Paul; and^ohe : of ^he, 

t leading /citizens, : \whose mansion, v <£[e£ \ih; 

the Iramejnf a^a^elous>park pf{ tropical* 

vegetation^- would tJe^a thing; of £bea^£ 

in .^y^coun , ^,;,^*a^feit: m0 whether .sucijj 

elegant ^mplitfty']^ 

ilnably," express} /any but YaT Fi^cWsoul; 



^ea^^sppl^n^av;rieyer^n^n v 
^h6^ryldesfhls^£e> betw^enjCl^ic^rSK 



Curious Loeal Features That Are Strongly Suggestive of 

French Influences 




pulses beat with the same fraternal blood? 

The fact that the Paulist character nas 
been strongly developed along lines of its 
own, and that the autonomy of Brazilian 
States permits of the fullest independence 
of 'productive energy within the limits of 
federal freedom, has led some to draw 
the hasty conclusion that there is a keen 
.rivalry between the different provinces, 
and 1 to see* separatist tendencies where 
there exists nothing but a very legitimate 
ambition to forward a free evolution un- 
der the protection of confederated Inter-, 
ests. 

The States of St Paul and Klo stand- at 
the head of the confederation both by, 
reason of their intellectual superiority 
and by their ecpnoraie. expansion, and the 
'steady Increase* of their personal weight' 
In the federation is naturally In propor- 
tion to the Influence they have succeeded 
in acquiring in the exercise of their right 

to self-goverriment 

I As no one seeks to Infringe any of their. 

i prerogatives,- and as the only criticism 
one might make would be that certain 
Sta£es are at present '.unfit to fulfill- all 
the duties of government, while any at- 
tempt at separation must tend to weaken 
eatfh, and- all, ho serious party either at 

pSt'Paul or Rio, or indeed in any other 
province, -would consent to even? discuss , 
the eventuality of a slackening' of the' 
federal"? tie.' The -Paulists ' are and -will 
ever remain Paulists, but Brazilian Paul^ 

ists. ; - J : >-.',',- 

. My ilrst visit -was paid to the head of 
the Government of^St Paul, who^exten^ed 
to me-': the . most -generous .^hospitality; 
Scnor Albuquerque. Lins, President; of ,* the 
State, received me in the presence of*; tils 
Ministers,*' Sefior Olava, Egydio^d^Spuza; 

l^toistefeoS^Fft?^^^-^^'^ Carlos; Gui- 
maraesJ^Minisfer* 'of thes-Tnteriori^^efior 
Was liingfcm ^nis, , Minister? of ^War, *'■■ and' 
^Scnor ^rjge^gHSo^ca, t who ->Kad ■•ju^t^a- 
f cated thfeJPresi^ 

^5ti^ ih%t^^ '}ot 

;^SSuI^ ;;Sen^r|^^^o^']^m&^ ^one^of 

the)£aui&^ 

^ic^G^suiJ^: -:b>elage^; wiKsef^c^sInV 

iteliigehee^a^^wiaje j !uridelStanamg;;^df ; fhis' 



l^he^Freslden^who^hadiangexaggerated', 
opinlonv of theldef ectsrof ^hisvFrench,^ man^ 

agetf^toBeonxey|^^^ 



sentiments of France for Brazil and 
Brazilian intei^sts In general, he also for 
St. Paul and Paulist society In particu- 
lar. 
And then, as though to- prove that our 

compliments were not merely demanded 
by etiquette, the conversation turned upon 
matters in which St. Paul and France 
were so "mixed that the Paulist seemed to 
take as- much pleasure in"^ acclaiming 
France as did- the Frenchman in express- 
ing his admiration for tho stupendous 
work carried out by the Paulists with 
such giddy rapidity Jn developing a.mod- 
' ern state that founds Its hopes for the 
i future on the miracles accomplished In 
the past. . 1 -■ , 

! ' It was a joy to me to run about the 
city haphazard. You do not ask from St. 
Paul the s£age -setting furnished by Rio. 
Tet there Is no. lack of "the picturesque. 
~The suburb of St Paul, where, costly 



villas make bright spots of color in the 
gorgeously beflowered gardens, can offer 
some fine points of view. At the end of 
an esplanade bordered with trees, the 
plateau suddenly falls away into a gentle 
valley, which would seem admirably de- 
signed for the site pf a park worthy the 
ambitions of St. Paul If the authorities 
would but set about It while the price of 
land Is still moderate; the only 'public gar- 
den at present owned by the town -is a 
pretty promenade that can scarcely be 
considered as more than a pleasant wit- 
ness to a modest past * 

In the course o% our walk we came upon 
the museum, which stands on the hill 
from which the independence of Brazil 
was proclaimed. It contains fine zoolog- 
ical, botanical, and paleontologies! collec- 
tions. X" was shown .moths of more than 
SO centimeters In ; breadth, of A wing, and 
humming birds considerably smaller, than 
cockchafers. I paused t qr an instant be- 
•fore the cases containing relics of prehis- 
toric America, iwlth utensils, ornaments, 
and barbaric dresses of the aboriginal In- 
dians, who to-day are sadly travestied in 
bits of breeches and remnants of hard 
"felt hats. y i 

There' was no time: to visit the Schools to 
whose improvement thevPaulist Govern- 
ment' attacjhesV. high ^importance. I 
promised, however, to 'calFat "the Training 
College, 'and,* "indeed; 1 could-scarcely have 
-done less, since' this -marvelous institution 
would be af' model : iri ' any. 'country of 

- . -.- ■ - - ,- .*-- ;-^ — . , • - s „ ^-- - 

Europe. . . « 

" I can but regret that^Iam unable to lead 
the "rea&r.t£^"^|fh"*toy^u4ldins to -see it 
in all" Its* details, its ( ro6ms f or study, its 

gardens, ijS'^oflraHbps^TnV^yOuSigr' Se^dl 
-Master.. SeBqr Ruyde Paula' Souza, "who 
r was ^ pupll\.at|'our; Auifeuil' College/ does 
his '.professors, (the ;; greatest cr.edit and 
does{ 'not ' * 'jC^ci^^hIs^m]bi£lon^ \to : J outdo 
tliem.J i&-}vi^i$^tfo 

.was ^Mv^ime^invthe -co\irse, % o£ ^TyjHich- I 
hacT :the surprise of hearing ; Quotation's 

^rpm^on^ of^i^^ 
^int6H' r a,:Vipepoli^m 




frater^alfsjfeelm^i^wasi^aded^to'^ 
:cordlalityA;Of^theiidenionstra«ons;'in/lionor 
Coffourkcountey:#^he:^plea&u^ejSeltn.whe^ 
>membeT»jcoSthe^same??,fumily^tmeet^after, 



^has been generously developed in the 
bourse of a llfe*s experience; this was the 
impression made^ online by the greeting 
of the students both at the Training Col- 
lege and at the Law Schools, where one 
of the young men delivered a speech in 
excellent French that formed the besl: of 
introductions to the lecture that followed. 

In the evening the A same young men 
organized a torchlight procession. I 
stood at a window with a French officer 
on either side of me. A moving; speech 
was made to me by a student who stood 
on the balcony of the house opposite. 
The procession passed by to the strains ot 
i the " Marseillaise," amid a tumult cf 
hurrahs In honor of France. 

I mentioned two French officers. "There 
is here now a French Military Mission, 
to whom has been intrusted the training 
of J:he police force, whose duty ttwill be 
to Insure order in the State of -St. Paul. 
Col. Balagny, who -is in command, was 
away on furlough* Lieut. ColV Gattelet, 
who takes his' place, Is a highly, deserving 
soldier, who appears to combine strict 
discipline with the pleasant urbanity cf 
the French. " v 

I observed with satisfaction that the 
mission 9 was very popular at; . St Paul. 
When the march of the Sambre-et-Mcuse 
rang out, a crowd assembled to watch the 
passing of the troops, of which they are 
intensely proud and which they- take a 
delight in cheering, with their French of- 
ficers marching at their head. I was 
able to be present at a fine review held 
on the Afield of manoeuvres at Varzea 
de Corma ; - .'TJt(g soldier of St Paul "would 
figure creditably at Longchamp, for in 
precision and regularity of movement he 
can stand any comparison. I *must add 
that the Brazilian officers whciKsecond 
the efforts of the mission are actuated 
by a zeal that merits, a large* share of 
the credit -of the results. \ 

• When I congratulated Col. Gatt4let, I 
felt I oug;ht to inquire whether he had 
been obliged to have frequent recourse 
to punishment hi order to Bring the men 
to the point at wnich I saw them." 

" Punishment? " he said. "I have never 
had to'administer^any. I have ho' right, 
for onetWngy ancMf I wanted to punish 
I should have tp^ask the \permisslorii of 
the Minister of War^ ,But iftfiave never 
had occasion ^to even "think -f of. such ^ a 
thing, for 'all "imy men*>are as "docile "as 
they are alert and good tempered." ] '^ ■ .;». 

I could ' > o^^l v aj|mire; s ^ : .It is ^true wa-wero 

^dlscussin^^s^ect; ; Iropp^'vghich^ 'enjjdys 
'nbObnlyl special Specu^ar^^advantages^ 
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